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industrial prosperity. For if the industrialists cannot
market their goods standards of living fall, and the
demand for fruit, vegetables, eggs, poultry and almost
all the more specialized kinds of farm produce is
diminished. The maintenance of population in the
rural areas has thus come to depend on the continued
advance of industry; and a fall in industrial employ-
ment involves a contraction of rural employment as
well.
The Dilemma of Today. Taking the past century
as a whole, economic advance has consisted above all
in the steady decrease in the amount of labour needed
to produce and deliver into the hands of the consumers
a given quantity of goods. This tendency alone has
made possible the great rise in the standard of living
in every country which has adopted the new methods
of production; and it is wholly good as long as it is so
applied as to achieve this result. Throughout the
century between the Napoleonic Wars and the Great
War of 1914 it did, on the whole, work out in this way,
although there was from time to time serious friction
in the transference of labour from old to new types of
employment, and certain bodies of workers, such as the
handloom weavers, were left derelict by the process of
industrial change. On the whole it was possible to use
increased productivity for the improvement of the
standard of living, partly 'because the changes in* in-
dustry, swift as they appeared to our ancestors, were
in fact far more gradual than similar changes are